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[Abstract]

Japanese Propaganda Films on Nuclear Power Plants
: The Mythification of Nuclear Power Plants

Jeong, Choong-Sil

Since the early 20th century in Japan, there have been active productions and
screenings of propaganda/educational films serving the purpose of public
education/mobilization, enforced and intentionally reenacted by the authority.
Propaganda films on nuclear power plants were also produced and screened
for this exact objective of education and mobilization of the mass. These particular
films from the 1960-70s demonstrated the idea that Japan will establish a new
national identity through constructions and operations of nuclear power plants,
by rebuilding its identity from a lost country to a progressive nation with advanced
science and technology, as well as from a victim suffering from the destructiveness
of nuclear energy to a peaceful user of the same energy. More films from the
1980-90s, by which Japan had already consolidated itself as an economic
powerhouse, mainly dealt with the crossroads of natural environment and economy
—how nuclear power plants can coexist with nature and the surrounding
communities. The Japanese government and related enterprises monopolized
effective mobilization/education methods like films in order to successfully manifest
the mythification of nuclear power plants. Through this initiative, they strived
to deliver biased, one-sided messages while causing a significant lack of flow
in sharing various perspectives about nuclear power plants.
[Key Words] Japanese propaganda films on nuclear power plants, national identity,
coexistence with nature, overcoming defeat, mobilization of the

public

2l 2022. 09. 22
Ql: 2022. 10. 27
Ql: 2022. 10. 27






