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[Abstract]

A Reading of Ways of Seeing
Kang, Eun-a

John Berger's Ways of Seeing is evaluated as a classic of Marxist art criticism.
Although this book has many influences on various fields of study, the core
ideas he proposed, especially, positive ways of seeing did not get enough attention.
By active reading of Ways of Seeing, 1 want to make explicit some possibility
of emancipating ways of seeing and to sketch a theory of seeing and a materialistic
position of art, attained by John Berger. Berger criticizes the mystical ways
of seeing and suggests seeing as a rendezvous. The de-mystical ways of seeing
make it possible to see the artist's way of seeing and to meet the artist's way
of seeing with. In this way, if a seeing is interpreted as a encounter, it would
be possible to criticize or affirm various ways of seeing by considering what
kind of meeting would happened by. For instance, we can criticize ways of
seeing of traditional nude or that of advertisement, on the ground of hierarchical
or deceptive encounters it arranges, or, on the contrary, advocate ways of seeing
and encounters of the private use of photography or intimate painting of lover.
Finally, seeing as a rendezvous eventually comes to Berger's materialistic view
of art. When we are moved by seeing a painting, what moved us is, fundamentally,
the artist's way of seeing, and this way of seeing is bound to include the struggle
with the traditional ways of seeing. That is why art could not be separated
from the struggle for society and should be accompanied by hope for a better
society.

[Key Words] John Berger, ways of seeing, rendezvous, seeing as a struggle,

materialistic view of art

Ql: 2022. 09. 15
Ql: 2022. 10. 17
2l 2022. 10. 17



