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[Abstract]

Socrates and Ethical Egoism

Lee, Yung-Whan

Ethical egoism is often attributed to Socrates. Given the common-sense notion
of egoism, this attribution of ethical egoism to Socrates would seem perplexing
to ordinary readers outside the academic circle. Even among the scholars who
attribute ethical egoism to Socrates, there is a considerable controversy on what
kind of ethical egoism is at issue. I go over some of the recent scholarly contributions
on this subject and discuss whether Socrates is an ethical egoist and, if he is,
in what sense of ethical egoism and eventually whether the ethical egoism attributed
to Socrates is to be named egoism. | take sides with Vlastos in construing the
relation between virtue and happness to be non-instrumental. Given this
interpretation in which the content of happines is filled with virtues, Socrates’
eudaimonism does not imply egoism. Scholars who adopt the egoistic interpretation
of Socrates suggest that Socrates’ egoism is benign egoism, that is, egoism in
which an agent’s interest does not conflict with that of others. I raise doubt
as to whether it is adequate to describe such a view as egoistic. I argue that
the framework of egoism and altruisim, as opposed to the framework of
eudaimonism, is not adequate to approach Socratic ethics and brings more harm
than good.

[Key Words] Socrates, ethical egoism, eudaimonism, happiness, virtue
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