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[ Abstract]
Can One Be Commanded to Love?

Lee, Yungwhan

This paper asks whether the command to love (God and the neighbors) should
be understood really as a ‘command’. My answer is in the negative. I argue
that the notion of love conflicts with the notion of obeying command and with
the notion of obligation and therefore that ‘Love God’ should not be understood
as a command, especially in legalistic terms of threat of punishment in case
of disobedience. The urging element in ‘Thou shall love God’ , if there is any,
should instead be understood as sincere entreatment or imploration. The Christian
God is not commanding God but inspiring or moving God, who inspires or
moves us by revealing Gods’ divine virtue of Love through Jesus, and this shows
the very praiseworthiness of God and opens for us the very possibility of truly

loving.
[Keywords] God, Love, Command, Divine Command Theory
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