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[ Abstract]

Hume on the Metaphysics of the Self

Baek, Seunghwan

This paper aims to present a proper prescription and treatment of Hume’s
metaphysical system of the self. In Bk. 1, Pt. 4, Sec. 6, “Of Personal Identity”
of A Treatise of Human Nature, Hume proclaims with confidence the validity
of his theory of the self on the basis of the already previously established principles
of association of ideas. In the Appendix, however, suddenly, he expresses his
complaint about his former views and wishes to revisit them once again. We
need to figure out what has plunged Hume into despair. But because of the
limited textual evidence, any attempt to understand it becomes a matter of
interpretation. First and foremost, I provide an overview of central features of
Hume’s theory of the self that appears in Bk. 1, Pt, 4, Sec. 6. Second, I argue
that Hume’s despair in the Appendix is due to his belated realization of the
peculiarity of the problem of the self. I defend this doctrine by showing in
particular that Hume’s despair exclusively concentrates on the problem of the
self and does not point to other matters of fact at all. Third and finally, I close
this paper by supplementing Fogelin’s interpretation with some Kantian insight,

which will make Hume’s theory of the self more convincing.

[Keywords] Hume, Principles of the Association of Ideas, Self, Personal Identity,
Appendix of A Treatise of Human Nature
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