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[ Abstract]

An Exploration of the Meaning of Human Being in the Age
of Posthuman Semiocapitalism:

Being of Mutual Cooperation rather than that of Competition

Lee, Eun-kyoung

The posthuman semiocapitalism, which has tried to surpass the biological limitations
of human being with techno-scientific innovations and to transmute the human
consciousness and the unconscious algorithms into digital information, has
transformed human labour into networkec? labor, that is, cognitive labor. Cognitive
labour today has coerced even human souls into work and has degraded the
uniquely human features, such as language, emotion, communication, creativity,
and even imagination, into just tools of capitalistic values. In such a
consumer-capitalist system of infinite comﬁetitlon, human beings lost their
foundation of being and its meaning, and their self-realization and happiness
thus has turned into a struggle to be the winner from the competition. As a
result, the alienated losers of 99% from the top-tier of 1% fall into the state
of tedium vitae, in which weariness, meaninglessness, hatred, depression and
so on prevail over in their lives. This has led to the state of the depressive
mind as one of the sociopathological syndromes in our society.

Such social pathologies generated from semiocapitalism would not go away unless
one breaks away from the structure of infinite competition andg the populism
chasing the tails of the so-called winner. Competition based upon the binary
division of winner/loser and the mutual hatred cannot lead to success in its
real meaning but rather drive into a dissolution of society, for it motivates us
to see competitors as enemies. What we need to overcome these social pathologies
is coo}]loeration, rather than competition, that will be the soul of creativity and
thus that can generate a new alternative. Also our compassion, which 1s the
basis of solidari? and cooperation, should be based upon empathy seeing the
pains of others from the perspective of the others themselves, not sympathy
understanding the other from my point of view Such an empathetic coalition
or cooperation should be the value one seeks for as the meaning of human
being that one should recover from the semiocapitalist society, in which one
loses one’s way to the value for oneself.

[Keywords] semiocapitalism, infinite competition, depression, empathy,

cooperation
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