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Abstract

‘The Basic Free and Democratic Order’ and Liberal
Democracy in Korea's Constitution:

Focusing on the Issue of Amendment of the Preamble to the
Congtitution

Moon, Ji-Young

This study aims to examine the meaning and background of the controversia
issue of “the basic free and democratic order” in the amendment of the Preamble
to the Congtitution, and explore the key idea of the Korean Congtitution that
should be presented more clearly in the future. Since the establishment of the
government, the Republic of Korea has claimed itself to be a libera democracy,
and most congtitutional scholars have agreed that its Constitution is based on
it. However, there seems to be considerable disagreement as to what that libera
demacracy is and how it should be defined. In this context, the issue of “the
basic free and democratic order” is of important significance. It is not smply
a mdter of choice of tams, but of how to define liberd democracy as a condtitutiona
ideology. This study first analyzes the meaning of the "free democratic basic
order" presented in the Congtitution, referring to the constitutional history, and
reved the problems it poses. And by looking at various branches of understanding
of what is "libera democratic” in the context of political debate centered on
the so-cdled “dispute over History Textbook,” | examine how the debate can
align with the “the basic free and democratic order” in the Congtitution and
what implications it has in regard to the future Congtitutional amendment. In
doing so, this study develops a proposa of how liberal democracy should be
presented in the Condtitution as its essential ideology.

[Keywords] Cndtitutiond Amendment, The Preamble to the Condtitution, Liberd
Democracy, The Basic Free and Democratic Order, Dispute over
History Textbook
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