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Abstract

The philosophy of medicine is known as a field that explores concepts and
methodologies unique to medicine from a philosophicd point of view. However,
it is still unclear how philosophy of medicine will specificdly bridge the gap
between medicine and philosophy. In this paper, | will explore the main
characteridtics of doing philosophica inquiry of medicine based on the philosophy
of Canguilhem and medica phenomenology and hermeneutics.

Canguilhem rejected positivist medicine's attempt to explain hedth and disease
as quantittive differences based soldy on physiologica characteristics, and asserted
that subjective experience of illness in an individud would prioritize the pathologicd
to the physidlogica. The medica phenomenology and hermenedttics o understood
the hermeneutical meeting of the patient and the physician as the essence of
the medical practice arising from the experiential meaning of the illness and
the first person viewpoint about the illness. These two philosophicd trends are
attempting to restore the subjectivity of the dienated illness experience in modern
medicine and to further the theoretical and practical attempts to establish the
subjectivity of the person with the disease. And this dso suggests an unchanging
essential characteristic of doing philosophy of medicine in a rapidly changing

medical environment.

[Keywords] Philosophy of Medicine, Georges Canguilhem, Medical
Phenomenology, Medica Hermeneutics
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