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Abstract

Since its reform and openness, China has gone through extreme changes, including
the people’s sense of values and emotion. In the 1980s, most people thought
they were the victims of history. However, through his essay Sui Xiang Lu(Random
Thoughts), Ba Jin admitted that he felt shame, as he was partly responsible
for historical tragedy like the Cultural Revolution. The documentary He Shang(River
Elegy) had shown the shame caused by the awareness of reality that China
did not accept western modernization and remained weak. In 1990s, the
redistribution of social capital created a boom for the pursuit of private interest.
In those days, some of the intellectuals criticized the commercialization of the
intellectual circles, and agitated the recovery of “humanistic spirit”. Their claims
gained sympathy of many people, but they were obstructed as they approached
the problem of existence of the intellectuals only with morals and not from
the aspect of the social structure. As the Chinese society is becoming more
and more commercialized in the 21% century, the desire for material wealth
has defeated the moral values and has actually become the only aspiration. Through
Yu Hua's novel Brother and his essay China in Ten Words, we can find that

material possessions became the only criterion for feeling shame in China.

[Keywords] Shame, Sui Xiang Lu(Random Thoughts), He Shang(River Elegy),
Humanistic Spirit, Yu Hua, Guo Jingming
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