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Abstract

This study examines the media environment as one of the significant contexts
for social change in Korea in the 1990s. It explores how the transformation
of the media environment affected personal experiences of the “self” during
that period. From a media ecological perspective, the introduction of new media
does not merely add another media functionality to the existing media environment
but reconfigures personal communication systems and thus everyday experiences.
This study draws upon in-depth interviews with those who attended college in
the 1990s to examine how social perceptions and interactions in the changing
media environment in the 1990s have contributed toward individuals’
self-experiences. In the media environment of the 1990s, more media were
introduced, with the consequence of experiences being more mediated than ever
before. In particular, as personal devices (which allowed users to access media
contents in private contexts) became more pervasive, media usage became more
individualized, and social contexts for self-experiences became more flexible
and multi-layered. The media memories narrated by interview participants suggest
the different textures of personal communication systems, the emergence of private

but collective media spaces, and individualized yet relational self-experiences.

[Keywords] Media in the 1990s, Media Ecology, Media Memories, Qualitative
Study, Self-Experiences
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