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Press, 120.
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Ronald de Sousa (1987) The Rationality of Emotion, Cambridge, Mass.,
London: IT Press, 543-51. ; (2002), “Emotional Truth”, Proceedings of
the Aristotelian Society, Supplementary volume 76, 247-64.; (2002),
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Like to Think”, in 7hinking about Feeling, ed. R. Solomon. Oxford
University Press, 61-75.
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University Press,; (2010) “For Valence”, Emotion Review Vol. 2. No.l.
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[ Abstract]

In this paper, I consider a problem implicated by the perceptual account of
emotions. I shall address this problem by raising the question whether two contrary
emotions, for example, fear and delight, can be both present in a single subject.
To this end, I shall present an emotionally ambivalent situation such as a dangerous
and attractive mountaineering case. This example shows us circumstances in
which someone can feel both fear and attraction simultaneously. Contemporary
cognitivists have a difficulty in explaining this kind of ambivalent emotion, because
they take the object of an emotion to be its propositional content. If an intentional
object of emotion is one that has a propositional content, cognitivists might
run into a contradictory state, i. e., p&-p, such as the case of delighted horror.
In order to solve the difficulty that cognitivists face, I shall take account of
Prinz’s non-cognitive perceptual theory of emotion. In explaining whether
dangerousness and attractiveness are mutually exclusive or not, I utilize Prinz’s
notion of ‘valence.” I shall suggest that Prinz can explain our mountaineering
case by identifying valence with reward and punishment markers, which is an

unconscious mechanism that exerts influence on behaviour.

[Keywords] Ambivalent Emotion, Perceptual Theory, Prinz, Embodied
Appraisal, Valence Marker
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