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[Abstract]

This aticle atempts to illuminate on the large scale the role ‘Western Learning' (74
) plays in Dasan’'s philosophical system. Dasan’'s philosophy is, like that of
other great thinkers, to be considered as a thoughtful and critical response to
the socia conditions and academic discussions of the time. Hence, the starting
point of Dasan's thought should be on criticisms toward Neo-Confucian ideologies
of his contemporaries, rather than on the acceptance and embrace of Western
Learning. Dasan is from beginning to end a Confucian in a broad sense. The
significance of Western Learning for Dasan is, therefore, to be seen as a vehicle
for him to leave behind the Neo-Confucian moral metaphysics and to go back

to the original meaning of Confucianism.

[Keywords] Dasan Jeong Yag-yong, Western Learning, Catholicism,
Neo-Confucianism, Pre-Qin Confucianism
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