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[ABSTRACT]

In his book, Ethnic Nationalism: Genealogy, Politics, and Legacy Gi-Wook Shin
explores the historical origin and politics of ethnic nationalism in Korea, to which
very little scholarly attention has been paid. Reviewing the book, I will point out
several critical aspects as follows. Firstly, this work is steeped in the errors and biases
of historical interpretations. For instance, it fails to reasonably show how the alternative
identity it describes as competing with national identity can be distinguished from
the national identity itself. Also, it tends to artificially depict the alternative identity
as well as the genealogy of nations’ competition and ethnic nationalism by over simplifying
historical facts. Secondly, there appears to be a gap between the analytical framework
and the actual analysis. The analytical framework of “imbedded, contingent, and
contested” construction of a nation put forward by the author can be seen as an attempt
to overcome the faults lying in the primordialist view, and difficulties in the constructionist.
Yet, this work does not convincingly suggest that the Korean ethnic nationalism based
on lineages is the outcome of historical construction being pertinent to such analytical
framework, but rather shows that every clement of Korean nationalism has made a
contribution to consolidating a hegemonic position of ethnic nationalism from the
beginning. Thirdly, whilst the author follows the western scholars’ viewpoint on
nationalism which regards the Korean nationalism as an “exceptional case”, he seeks
to examine “the politics occurring in ethnic nationalism.” In this regard, a difficulty
emerges because the politics involving the concept of nation, that is to say, the “contesting”
aspect of the construction of nationalism, disappears. However, even in viewing Korean
nationalism as the exceptional case, the discourse still suggests that there exists political
nationalism which is irreducible to ethnic nationalism. Thus, despite that Korean
nationalism has “exceptional” nature, there is a conjuncture between ethnic nationalism
and political, which needs to be explained.

[Key words] ethnic nationalism, political nationalism, Pan-Asianism, colonial

racism, international socialism, primordialism, constructionism

=2 EDY: 2010. 01. 31
AAF 2329l 2010, 04. 10
AR SHY: 2010. 04. 12



	한국 민족주의에 대한 다양한 해석의 가능성
	【요약】
	Ⅰ. 들어가며
	Ⅱ. 역사적 해석의 문제
	Ⅲ. 분석틀과 실제 분석의 괴리
	Ⅳ. 대안적인 해석: 종족민족주의와 정치적 민족주의의 접합
	Ⅴ. 나가며
	참고문헌
	【ABSTRACT】


