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1) Naess, A. (1973), The shallow and the deep, long-range ecology movement.
Inquiry 16.
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ABSTRACT

The main idea of deep ecology, as was put forth by A. Naess at first, can
be summed up as an exhortation to pass beyond the anthropocentric limits of
our attitude towards natural environment. He seemed to believe that this
exhortation can be based on the insight into the fact that all the beings in the
nature are interrelated with each other in their mode of existence and they
possess the equal rights in all respects as a member of the whole ecological
system. However, the holistic and egalitarian viewpoint alone cannot serve as
a sufficiently solid base for deriving effective ethical rules conceming our
attitude toward natural environment. Only when intrinsic values of natural
beings in ecological system are recognized, the possibility for an adequate
environmental ethics opens up. And for the human beings the most-maybe the
only-effective way to attribute an intrinsic value to others is surely to identify
themselves with those others. It is because Naess is well aware of this fact that
he later places more importance on the capacity of human beings to identify
themselves with other non-human beings in the nature than on any other
points of his deep ecology. One can say that maximally expanded self-
identification of human beings with the whole nature constitutes the core of
ethical thought based upon deep ecology. Then it seems to follow that what
deep ecology aims at is not a categorical denial of anthropocentrism, rather it
is by making human being a godlike being capable of embracing all other
beings in its being that it can achieve its ultimate goal.

Key words: Deep ecology, anthropocentrism, environment, environmental ethics,

intrinsic value, identification
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