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ABSTRACT

This is an inquiry into the view-point of science of Liang Shu-ming (Z#E,
1893-1988) who is considered to be a founder of modern Neo-Confucianism(ZR{{
#riE&). That is, this study is to find why Liang was interested in science, what
his view-point of science, and what he tried to accept and deal with science
during the period when modern Western culture which accumulated great power
through the scientific, industrial, and civil revolution surged into East Asia.

The efforts to accept the Western technology and commerce and industry
at the early stage of modern China lead into the reformation of political
system after China was defeated in the War between China and Japan and the
New Culture Movement came into being after the rebounding of Yuan Shi-kai.

Liang, a cultural conservative, realized the limitation of the theory of
Chinese learning as base and Western learning as application(th 8875 fiz#) as a
response to the surge of Western force into the East(FZ4Ri#f) at the early
stage of modern times and the need of fundamental understanding about
Western culture. In this sense, his view was in line with the Westernization
group(#F{Lik), the leading power of the New Culture Movement, but different
from that of the Westernization group in terms of solution.

The Westernization group regarded the difference between Western and
Eastern culture as the difference in speed with the same direction and argued
that they should replace the old and lagging culture with more advanced and
modern culture. Liang, however, argued that there was fundamental difference
between Western and Eastern culture and wanted to accept Western culture on
the basis of reconstruction of Confucianism.

Liang thought that the difference between Western and Chinese culture was
in science and art(3{2) and that the West could advance based on the
achievements of prior generation thanks to the scientific and artistic mind
while the East stagnated for thousands years. In addition, viewing the
difference between science and art as the difference between science(%) and
technology, he argued that China could not develop technology because it
could not develop science, the basis of technology. According to him, the
difference between science and art or science(#) and technology comes from



scientific method and xuanxue(¥%%2) method. Xuanxue method relies on
conjectures through external observation or overall intoition about
phenomenon and tries to establish subjective opinion instead of changing
phenomenon. Scientific method, however, obtains knowledge by analyzing and
changing phenomenon through examination and experiment. As such, Liang
concluded that the ideology of Western culture could be characterized by
science or scientific spirit.

Liang thought that there are three ways to solve our daily problems and
connected them with Western, Chinese, and Indian culture, respectively.
Furthermore, he argued that conquest of nature, scientific method, and
democracy, which represent Western culture, came from the first way.
According to this Three-Direction Theory of Culture, we cannot argue which
culture is more advanced or behind because Eastern and Western culture are
fundamentally different in their directions. We can only examine whether they
coincided with the needs of the times. This view represents cultural pluralism
which attaches great importance to ethnicity of culture from contemporary point
of view. From chronological point of view, he regarded the three stages of
human culture as the three directions of culture and anticipated that Chinese
culture would revive in the future. This is because even if human being pursued
the first direction to achieve one’s desire fighting with nature to survive at the
early stage of human culture, the second direction will be eventually pursued
once we achieve our desire and find limitations of the first direction.

In conclusion, while Liang saw a universal value in modern Western
culture, particularly in science and democracy, and argued that China needed
to positively accept and advance it, he argued that China should put Western
culture under the control of Chinese culture. Even though he admitted
strengths and superiority of Western science, he also recognized its limitations
and denied absolute universality of it. Science will lose its previous absolute
status and maintain only a relative meaning once it finishes its role in the

history of cultural development.

Key words: Liang Shu-ming, Cultural Conservatism, Science, Xuanxue, Three-
Direction Theory of Culture
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