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ABSTRACT

One of the most important subject of Koreanology was Silhak(H#, practical
science) in 1980's. Silhak of historical concept mean the academic traditions that
provide practical logic and device against social irregularities in the late period of
the Joseon(#]&F) dynasty.

Recently, some persons of the young school are skeptical about Silhak as
modern academic traditions. But I think that Silhak of historical concept is not
meaningless in the present age. Established studies Study on Silhak have
demonstrated very important facts of our history of intelligence. In addition, we
can't deny that Silhak have a new sign of the modern age.

We have usually defined methodology of Silhak as Positivistic method(E%EK
#, One of new scientistic methods that it should keep only the facts). But this
definition is only proclamatory definition or request, and this concept doesn't mean
that elucidate methodology of Silhak as positivistic method in a concrete way.

I think that we can mention recognition of relativism, philological positivism
and historical research for understanding of thing as methodology of Silhak.

Epistemology based on Silhak was diffused throughout intelligentsia. A new
angle on the children appeared in the age of Silhak. And Silhak was extended to
appreciation of fantasy, because Silhak as questing method had mental
adaptability. This occasioned an intellectual to disinterest themselves from
advantages and disadvantages of life.

Nationalistic inclination of Sithak had a strong influence on literature. Silhak
of historical concept are ideologically divided into three branches : Political
statecraft({¥13(F), Economic enrichment(FJfH/E 4, to make good use of things
and make people live in abundance) and Positivistic method. But actually, various
genealogy existed. For example, the school of Ganghwa(iL¥# kK, the Wang
Yangming school in Joseon) attached importance to truth, and pursued Silhak as
moral culture.

From now on, We have to reconfirm contemporary value and advance
speculation and methodology of Silhak.

Key wonds: Silhak(##, practical science), Silhak as Questing method, Methodology,
Epistemology based on Silhak, Nationalism, Silhak as moral culture
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