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ABSTRACT

In this paper I try to illuminate an essential feature of the human being first
by paying attention to the fact that the evaluative usage of term 'human' is quite
familiar in the everyday communication. This usage reveals our tendency to seek
our identity in a normative model of idealized human beings. It is largely on
account of this tendency that the concept humanitas, which represents the
normative model of human beings and at the same time their essential property,
could play such a determining role in the cultural tradition of the West. However,
the real identity of human beings is not to be sought in their idealistic
self-understanding. Rather, it consists in the endeavor to form their identity, or in
the narrative of this endeavor. Now, leaning upon Raimundus Lullus, a Catalan
thinker of 14" century, who defines the human being as animal homificans, that
is, animal creating human being, I propose to take the possibility seriously to
conceive the term ‘human’ not as referring to a substance with a fixed set of static
properties, but a never-ending project of forming self-identity. The conception of
humanitas should be also accordingly modified; it should be taken as meaning the
contents of the project called ‘human’. This has also an important consequence for
our understanding of humanities, such disciplines as literature, history and
philosophy; although these disciplines are known as undertakings engaged in
research of human beings, they are concerned more with the project of forming
the identity of human beings than with researching factual truths about human

nature or their past doings.

Key words: Homificans, R. Lullus, Functional concept, Humanitas, Humanities
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